Café Scientiﬁque
Orlando

Wednesday, Dec. 3rd at 7pm
at Stardust Video and Coffee
1842 E Winter Park Rd, north of Corrine

‘The Neandertal Enigma:
Our Origins and Closest Evolutionary Relatives’
Neandertals have long fascinated both scientists and the general public. Due to their close
evolutionary relationship to modern humans, they captivate our imagination because they are us, but
not us, and therefore have stood as a guidepost for defining ourselves. Changing perspectives on
Neandertal biology and behavior are partial reflections of both advances in scientific research and of
our own preconceptions about humanity, our identity, and our place in the world. This talk will
introduce both current anthropological evidence for Neandertal lifeways and paleobiology, but also
evaluate how the cultural and social lens through which the scientific community views the fossil
record filters and shapes scientific knowledge.
Dr. Cowgill is an assistant professor of anthropology at UCF, specializing in biological anthropology.
Her primary research focus includes late Pleistocene human evolution, human growth and
development, human variation, and functional morphology. In particular, she is interested in
understanding how childhood activities affect developing skeletonse forces shape the adult skeleton.
She received her B.A. in anthropology from the University of California at Berkeley in 2001 and a
M.A. and Ph.D. in anthropology from Washington University in St. Louis in 2001 and 2008. Dr.
Cowgill has done extensive field research in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and the United States.

Visit cafesciorl.com or text “follow cafesciorl” to 40404.
On the first Wednesday of every month, scientific experts and lay community meet in a cafe
or bar to explore the latest scientific ideas and discoveries, using plain language. Admission
is free and you need no reservation—just come ready to listen and offer opinions.
Café Scientiﬁque started in England in 1998, and aims to demystify scientific research,
inform, and engage the public with science, outside a traditional academic setting.

Sigma Xi

Florida Academy
of Sciences

Women's Research
Center, UCF

